


Worldschooling is the intentional act of 
viewing the world as one’s classroom.
In its simplest form, worldschooling is the combination of 
education and travel.

Worldschooling takes the principles of learning outside of a 
classroom, combining family multi-age learning with travel, 
utilizing cultural and experiential learning as the foundation. 

TheThe term “Worldschooling” was coined over a decade ago 
and has  been used by thousands of families since. 
Worldschooling has become an educational philosophy that 
combines with each individual family’s own educational 
style. There is no one single way to worldschool. What all 
worldschoolers have in common is the desire to  adapt 
worldly experiences (often in the form of  travel) as 
inspiinspiration to learn and go deeper. 

 
Worldschooling provides a “world-class education” to all that 
are faced with the demands of a highly globalized world.



Meet some
worldschooling 
families just like you.

be inspired. VIRTUAL
WORLDSCHOOLING
SUMMIT





Meet...
Angela, Jason (49) & Bode (14)

WWe are from the San Francisco Bay area and 
began Worldschooling 11 years ago. Angela was 
a marketing director, but left her job when 
planning a one-year trip to South America. Jason 
is a software engineer who was able to  keep his 
job part-time while traveling. Bode is a kid that 
was supposed to travel for a year before 
kindekindergarten, but as plans changed, has been 
world-schooled for his entire life and is now in 
“9th grade.”

What is your 
worldschooling travel 
style?

WWe have been traveling in our 1971 
Volkswagen bus since 2009. The original 
plan was to take a one-year sabbatical and 
drive to the tip of Argentina. After the first 
year, we had only made it as far south as 
Costa Rica, and just decided to keep going. 
We’re currently 11 years into our one-year 
trip.trip. We’ve covered pretty much all of 
North, Central and South America in our 
kombi- with 5 of those years circling South 
America. Two years ago, we shipped our VW 
bus and selves to Europe and are now 
eyeing Africa and Asia.

For the past few years, we started taking 
seasonal travel-breaks and have found a 
‘home base’ in Colorado during ski season, 
where my son has joined a ski team and has 
a core group of friends. 



Why did you choose this 
learning path?

BodBode’s education has evolved a lot since 
he was 4. He enjoys the freedom and 
variety of world-schooling,as well as the 
flexibility to change his mind when he 
finds a new interest. Each ‘semester’, we 
make a point to discuss attending a 
normal school and present different 
opoptions to him, but he has chosen 
worldschooling each time. He is planning 
on attending college, and is interested in 
entrepreneurship and science. We have 
created a high school curriculum to help 
him meet his goals.

Gifts?

WWe are able to find a learning opportunity 
everywhere we go, and we experience 
and learn it together. It could be as 
simple as figuring out how do our laundry 
in a new country, or it could be expanding 
on his interest in Greek mythology in 
Athens. 

Challenges?Challenges?

WWe mostly camp and often have 
unreliable internet. It’s difficult for Bode 
to be able to commit to an ongoing online 
class he’s interested in. Since we are in 
one place during winters now, most 
online classes and groups are done then. 
We are really relaxed the rest of the year, 
and mainand mainly learn about the places we are 
traveling, read, and practice math.

�

The 
Relaxed 
Homeschooling 
Worldschooler



WWe intended to travel for a year and for 
Bode to start kindergarten in the U.S. But 
after the initial year, we decided we all 
loved traveling so much, we didn’t want 
to return. We decided to homeschool for 
a year, and realized how much we all 
were learning through travel. And, every 
yeayear we reevaluate and sometimes adjust 
the way we travel and learn.

MMany years ago, we were 
traveling in Brazil and Bode 
loved eating the frozen acai 
bowls served everywhere. He 
noticed the abundance of berries 
sold around the country, and 
questioned why he’d never had 
this tthis treat anywhere else. On his 
own, he created a business plan 
to export the berries to other 
countries. He was about 8 years 
old, and had traveled enough to 
realize that each country has 
something unique to offer and 
ththat there is always a new 
opportunity around every corner. 
It sparked an interest in being an 
entrepreneur and he continues to 
think of new business plans.

Why worldschool?



Angela traded a life as a working, California 
mom for one as an overlanding, 
world-schooling one. In 2009, she and her 
husband, Jason, packed up their 1971 VW 
bus and 4-year-old son, Bode, and began a 
“one-year” trip to the tip of South America.
AAt the end of the first year, they were only in 
Costa Rica, and had no desire to return to 
“normal life.” They were happier than they 
had ever been, and Bode was having an 
incredible childhood. “You can’t go too slow” 
became their mantra and they have 
continued the roadtrip around the world for 
the past 11the past 11 years. 

About

�
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Meet...
Dylan and Sarah (both 43), Violet (12), Miles (9), 
Arthur (7), Peggy (5).  

ThThey are an Australian family of 6: Until last year Dylan 
worked as a corporate accountant and Sarah has always 
been home, actively parenting and unschooling with the 
kids.

What is your 
worldschooling travel 
style?

OuOur travel style is much like our ‘normal’ 
lifestyle!  We don’t plan ahead too much, 
preferring to take up opportunities as they 
present.  We’ve had a rough European 
itinerary which will see us use the UK as a 
base as we all have British Passports via 
ancestry. 
  
WWe left home around 7 months ago with 
very little set in stone apart from a few 
weeks in England to connect with family 
and to set up some administrative stuff.  In 
that time we bought a 9 seater van, as for a 
large family, it made sense to have the 
flexibility that driving would allow us and, 
you knyou know those cheap European airfares 
that people talk about?  Turns out cheap 
travel stops at 2 passengers!

We are evolving into fairly slow travellers 
(we’ve spent much of the last 7 months in 
Spain, barely leaving Andalucia!) with 
plenty of home days. Most of the time, 
we’re just living!



We’ve been unschooling for around 
2 years with a fairly tenuous 
relationship with school prior to that. 
I often say my kids were born 
unschoolers – it just took us a little 
longer to catch on!
 
WWe really don’t do anything different 
now that we’re travelling to how we 
approached learning before – the 
kids really drive their experience 
and we follow their lead.  

SomSometimes a clear passion/path will 
emerge and other times they just 
want to play or talk. 

TTravelling can change the view 
that’s for sure and conversations 
about culture, politics, history, 
language, anthropology, religion, etc 
can take on a slightly broader 
flavour than when we were at ‘home’.

The biggest cleaThe biggest clear learning opportunity that 
strikes us as different as travellers are those things 
that push us out of our comfort zone pretty much 
constantly (it’s one of the reasons those home days are so 
important to the kids!). Particularly because we’re not 
travelling as tourists (although sometimes we do partake of 
touristic things), need to navigate changing homes often, 
meaning the kids gmeaning the kids get used to different places/different 
beds/different food etc and as adults we encounter things 
like understanding local parking rules, car maintenance etc. 
We are all learning where our limits are, 

What we need to stay sane and what our family dynamic 
can be like when we get it wrong – this is incredibly 
important for us to surrender to as well as it can be an 
easy to fall into the trap of thinking that this life is 
perfect all the time.

The 
Unschooling 
Worldschooler

�







TIME

This is a big one for us as leaving our 
old life has meant that Dylan is not 
currently working and we have time 
together as a family to just sit with 
things. 

MMy days have changed in that I can 
share the parenting and unschooling 
load with him and he has been able 
to see first hand what being with his 
kids 7 days a week is really like – and 
I’m pleased to say that he doesn’t 
want to work in a traditional 9-5 job 
again! again!  The kids have the benefit of 
having 2 parents around to meet 
their needs and it means that often 
we can all spend time doing things 
that are important to us individually 
rather than everyone having to tag 
along. 

We have literally hours a day to just 
talk and when kids are relaxed and 
not bound to a schedule or time 
constraints, all sorts of things come 
up – and conversations, like all 
learning, are usually not linear!  We 
might start with what a particular 
ststreet sign says in another language, 
move onto whether ants have 
bottoms and end with climate 
change.  

BOREDOM

This migThis might seem strange but with more 
time on our hands we have time to do 
nothing.  This can sit uncomfortably to 
start with as our world has told us for 
hundreds of years that we have to be 
obviously productive at all times – the 
busier the better!! 

In particulaIn particular for Dylan, this has given him 
time to think, time to reflect, time to 
respond and not be constantly reactive 
and time for healing which is a vital 
element in a parents unschooling journey!  

BoBoredom is also great for kids as they can 
dig deep to find creativity and inspiration 
when their time is unscheduled – it also 
means that they have time for big feelings 
to come to the surface and we can be 
with them while that happens.

�

Unexpected 
gifts?







To be completely honest, the decision was driven strongly 
by us as parents because of a deep desire to live 
differently.  We felt like we’d already been pushing the 
limits of normality for a long time and without making a 
big change, we couldn’t see how much more we could do 
to challenge the status quo, challenge ourselves and 
challenge our kids.  We needed to give up our 
cocomfortable,suburban life! 

Because we were already living an unschooling life, the 
school stuff just wasn’t an issue in terms of how to make 
schooling while travelling work – Worldschooling was the 
next logical step!

We have long held that our style of parenting, learning 
and living is activism – for me as a mother in particular. 
Trying to live in partnership with our children is 
challenging as everything comes to the surface and must 
be faced – for our kids as well as for us personally. What 
was coming up for me as I went deeper into my own 
journey as a mother and as a woman, was that I was no 
longelonger feeling fulfilled living in our own relatively safe and 
privileged bubble.  We both felt a strong drive to push us 
all out of our comfort zone.  We could have travelled in 
our own country but wanted to really explore other 
cultures and have BIG adventures alongside our kids!  

Actually our particular style of ‘worldschooling’ isn’t so 
different to our normal life so it probably was that drive to 
explore, live a little on the edge, live spontaneously and 
say YES to adventures that pushed us beyond our own 
shores!

 

Why 
worldschooling?



I have noticed a strong theme that comes up for us a lot 
and it’s to do with living with an open heart, resting in the 
moment, saying YES to opportunity and speaking your own 
truth – some people call it ‘manifesting’ and it happens to 
us a lot, most often by way of connection with others.

MMy family has always needed connection with others (all 
humans do – some more than others!) and since we’ve 
started travelling we have had the most amazing people 
stand directly in our path.  The kids have made deep 
friendships with others and so have we (it’s been great 
watching my husband have time and motivation to make 
friends also and he’s loved the male to male connection 
ththat he’s discovered!).  

But there has also been short, chance encounters which 
have been important in the moment and have brightened 
our day – meeting a Danish couple in a café in Spain as we 
were on our way to Denmark for Christmas and they were 
on their way to Australia; being asked for directions in 
foreign countries where we don’t speak the language and 
actually being able to help (and this has happened in 
somesome weird places!); connecting with a Danish friend who 
is moving to the same small and slightly obscure town in 
England where my dad grew up; my daughter making true 
heart connections with 2 English girls met in Spain- the 
kind of relationships that have positively impacted our 
whole family….I could go on as there are so many 
instances of exactly the right people being put in our way 
aat just the right time!

So my ‘aha moment’ is really a series of moments that 
have affirmed for me that human connection, in all it’s 
many forms, is life changing and life giving and that 
however my family continues to incorporate travel into our 
life, it will continue to place relationship and humanity as 
the highest priority.

our
worldschooling

“aha”
moments



I would say a resounding DO IT!!  
No cautionary tales from me!!

IIf you are feeling hesitant then maybe you’re 
needing to work through some fears to help you 
move forward – things like schooling, finance, 
logistics like HOW will we do it and where will 
we go etc can hold some people back from 
taking the leap.  

II would encourage you to name your concerns 
so you can dig deep and work out where those 
feelings are coming from. It might be that you 
have some perceived truths to break down 
around how you SHOULD live; how your kids 
SHOULD be schooled; how you SHOULD earn 
money etc.  Often we hold things as true that 
socisociety has told us that simply aren’t true for us

But don’t wait for all of those ‘loose ends’ to be 
tied up before starting your Worldschooling 
adventure – in my experience, there are always 
things that will come up for us in life and 
travelling can actually bring up new things that 
haven’t been an issue for you before!  In same 
way as there’s never THE perfect time to have 
childchildren, there’s probably no perfect time to 
start your worldschooling journey!

Advice?



Sarah is a road trip loving unschooling mum of 4.  She’s currently 
working on ways to be something else too but for now, raising a 
bunch of anarchists keeps her busy and inspired enough!

HHer worldschooling journey really began when she made her transformation to 
motherhood 12 years ago – although it would be some years before the travelling part was 
a reality!  For more than 11 years she lived what many would consider a fairly suburban life 
(literally – she lived with her family in the inner city suburbs of Adelaide in South 
Australia), raising kids, baking cupcakes, making bookweek costumes, making trips to the 
park….all the while, feeling like there just might be something more.  More to explore with 
her kids, more to learn, more freedom!|

SinSince travelling and working throughout the UK in her early twenties, overseas travel had 
taken a backseat to career, children and, arguably, stability.  Sarah has been taking 
camping trips with her family within Australia for the last few years and this has been an 
important element in their unschooing life.  As the holder of dual Australian/British 
citizenship an plan began to hatch…

LiLike many other unschooling and worldschooling mumma’s, Sarah’s partner wasn’t initially 
on the same page, with concerns about housing, money, planning, career progression (or 
rather the cessation of). But Dylan’s adventurous heart was still beating and after working 
through his own fears for the future they made a plan which included selling the family 
home they had lived in for for 15 years, purchasing a smaller house to let out (and as 
‘insurance’!) and getting rid of almost all of their belongings.

About
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Meet...
David and Carla and kids Roberto  (6 ) and 
Greta (4), a Spainsh family of 4....

ThThey are from Canary islands, Spain. David is an 
electromecanic, knows about industrial 
automatization, coolers and almost any 
machanical He worked for many years in an 
elevators company… Carla, studied physics, did 
her PhD in crystallography and worked in 
research at university. 

Also, BAlso, Both David and Carla have a passion for 
music. David plays drums and Carla plays 
cello… But that is now part of their family 
history. Nowadays, their home is a campervan 
and they are traveling the world, reinventing 
their professions and raising their beautiful kids 
on the road.



In our head we are slow travelers. Our goal is 
to spend around 3 months in one place, live 
and dig in deep. But now, we are still building 
this lifestyle because all of our decisions 
must be in unison with manythings. 

WWe started worldschooling only one and a 
half years ago when we left our island with 
our campervan hitting the road. We crossed 
Portugal and part of Spain at that time. Then, 
we flew to Thailand to our first Project World 
School FamilySummit and we ended up 
spending two months there.

WWe returned to Spain and spent 8 months in 
Catalunya. We move guided by a mix of where 
projects were calling us, events, gatherings, 
inspiration and spontaneity

NNow we are preparing ourselves to travel to 
Mexico for the next Project World School 
Family Summit!! Mexico will be a new 
continent for our family and we are excited! .

Since we are now building our worldschooling 
lifestyle, we are focusing on how to sustain 
ourselves economically. 

WWe are all works in progress!

�

Slow-Traveling 
Radical Unschoolers 

We are unschoolers in all 

aspects of living. This is 

called “radical unschooling”. 

Although ouAlthough our kids are still 

young, 4.5 and 5.5 we do 

almost everything in 

partnership with them. This 

includes doing, speaking, 

learning & loving... Our job as 

parents is to provide lots of 

tools tools to learn everything they 

want to learn. 

The only curriculum we 

follow is guided by our 

children’s own interests.





We chose [worldschooling] before we knew it. 
Labels came after. It’s something we had 
inside, we really ARE unschoolers, we really 
feel FREE in our life about raising our kids. 
But, how did we discover this? We learned a 
lot in a project the kids went to for a couple of 
years. It was designed for self-directed 
learning and the kids actuallearning and the kids actually learned a lot! 
That sparked the fire for us and prompted  our 
own adult deschooling and our interest 
meeting different people and learning from 
new cultures.

The best thing about our lifestyle is that we  
spend as much time together as we want. 
However, it has made it tricky to find time to 
work, but we are still learning how to balance. 
We adapt to circumstances and the kids are 
also learning that. They see us working and 
they want to know more… everything is an 
opportunitopportunity for learning! 

But this is about our lives in partnership… As 
worldschoolers we learn things with our 
children, kids and adults learning together. I 
love this message because it says “we are 
equal”, I'm still learning, me, as an adult, I'm 
not superior, we are the same, and this gives 
the kids complete freedom to BE exactly 
whewhere they are too. 

I love that. 

�



The challenge is, of course finding time for 
everything. Life is so amazing and there are 
so many things to do. So we are not just 
working, we are inventing, creating these 
jobs that doesn’t feel like jobs, because we 
are taking on things that are transforming 
passion into jobs,
  

Is ths possible? 
It has to be.  
So our brain never stops. Is like an alert 
state, life is like this when the newness of 
life keeps happening. 

I guess the challenge I guess the challenge for us is the 
profesional reinvention and to fit all the thing 
in 24 hours a day, maintaining  balance and 
equilibrium.   

That’s the real challenge. 

Challenges? 



I think everything goes slowly until you can put it into words, and break the  neuron 
connections reinforced by struturated life. This requires time. For me the most 
powerful realization is about the way we live our life. How we’ve lost control of our 
LIMITED time in this planet and how we spend more than half of our lives designing 
the moment when we will finally have all the time  in the world.  I want it NOW. 

My “aha” moment is so simple and basic and came from this sentence:

 
“We all have two lifes, the second one starts 
when you realize there is only one”

our
worldschooling

“aha”
moments



The words that describe Carla the most are: Energy and smile. She is a non-stop machine 
of ideas,options and solutions. She is a scientist reinventing herself in whatever she feels 
like doing and fit in the lifestyle she want. Maternity brought her a new view and renovated 
goals, so simple and so difficult as just BE. To pursue this, Carla and her family sold 
everything in order to buy time, a time she believe was not given to her in a conventional 
life. A time to discover what we want to do, how to do it. And a time to consider where. And 
that’s what they are doing now. 

FFollowing their butterflies, constructing and living their lives.

You can follow them searching for Ligrones en Ruta on Instagram, facebook, youtube or 
find their blog online.

A
b

o
u

t
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Meet...
This beautiful family of 5: Daddy Massimiliano (45) 
from Florence, Italy,  physical therapist and  
acupuncturist. Mommy Sarah (41) born in the US 
but grew up in Florence Italy, photographer. 

Kids: Cosimo (1Kids: Cosimo (10) and Emma (9) both  born in 
Florence Italy and little Luca (3) born in the US. 

Massimiliano and Sarah met in Italy and after 
having their first two kids moved to Arizona for 8 
years. 

Then thThen they got tired of the business oriented life 
and  decided to sell everything and explore the 
world as a family.



WWe have been traveling around the world for 20 months. It started 
like a gap year and now we have no plan of stopping! We have 
been fast traveling because we thought we had only 12 months. We 
are now planning on slowing down and spending more time in the 
countries we visit. As of today we have been to: Bali, Belize, 
Australia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Bhutan, India, the 
Emirates, Kenya, Zambia, South Africa, Morocco, Egypt, Iceland, 
IrIreland, Portugal, Spain, France and Philippines.

When we started our travels we brought our kid's school books, 
but that was not going to work for us. After a lot of trial and error 
we found  www.time4learning.com  as our perfect fit. So I guess we 
would define ourselves homeschooling worldschoolers. However 
we  didn’t  relay  completely on this program for our kids learning. 
We enrich our kids education with our simple everyday  
experiences,  museums, field trips and whatever the country we 
arare visiting has to offer. We also use a few apps, since at times we 
are in places with no wifi and cannot access our online program. 
We are not strict or have a set schedule though. Some days we do 
more, some days less, some days none!

�

Homeschooling 

Worldschoolers





AAt the  beginning  education was one of our 
biggest  challenges, we were trying to find our 
way and we did struggle in making it work while 
traveling full time.  Once we went to our first 
worldschooling summit we finally overcame 
this.  During this time we were also learning to 
actually know our kids. We realized that our 
lilifestyle before wasn’t giving us enough true 
quality time with them.  

Now after being on the road for so long and 
moving pretty fast around the world, we need to 
slow down. Since we don’t feel like tourists 
anymore but we consider ourselves  travelers 
we evolved  in a way of traveling and we feel 
the need to be part of each place for longer. So 
depending on where we are the  challenge is at 
times finding a good platimes finding a good place to slow down.

�

Challenges?





There have been many, but one that I share often and it 
still feels very important is our time volunteering at a 
school in Zambia. 

We were there for about 2 weeks one year ago. 

The schooThe school welcomed all of us. We volunteered in the  
classrooms, shared some of our knowledge, played with 
the kids, helped out other teachers with their lessons and 
took pictures of each child which we then printed and  
gifted them (some never saw a picture of them  before!).

The school was  struggling with donations and volunteers 
to come and spend some time there. 

ThThey wanted to give the kids an opportunity to see the 
world through the different nationalities that came to  
visit. 

It makes us happy now to see that lots more volunteers 
are going there, we feel that our visit has had an impact 
on this evolution for school, as it has on our lives.

our
worldschooling

“aha”
moments



DoDon’t overthink just do it. Every 
family has a different style, a differ-
ent routine. It will be challenging in 
the beginning because you have to 
find your groove, but it will be ex-
tremely rewarding also when diffi-
cult. When you see your children 
interacting with other people and 
telling them about their experiences 
with such normality and confidence, 
you will know it is working out great!

Advice?



Sarah is a mother of 3 kids, professional  photographer and world traveller. In 
2018 she decided to bring on the road her photography business The Nomad  
Photography   She and her family (The5worldexplorers) have been  exploring 
the world for 20 months, sharing it through social media and their blog in the 
hopes to inspire other families to set out to see the world together!

About
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Meet...
An expat family of 3.  Karen (44) grew up in San 
Diego, California. She’s a Montessori Educator, 
Professional Chef, and Author.

HHer husband Dave(41) grew up in South Carolina, 
and is a Romance Novelist. He was also a Certified 
Personal Trainer and ESL teacher.

Their son Christopher (9) was born in Japan and is a 
true Global Citizen and Third Culture Kid. He is an 
Author and avid gamer.



We've been wandering the globe slowly ever since, 
spending as little as one month or as long as a year in 
each country. Since leaving Japan, we have lived in 2 
different regions of Italy, the U.K., Mexico, Australia, New 
Zealand, Greece, and North Macedonia. We have also 
made 2 trips back to the States to visit family and 
friends. We're currently renting an apartment in Tirana, 
the capitathe capital city of Albania, in Eastern Europe.

As a Certified Montessori Educator, our Worldschooling 
style has been heavily influenced by my training. My 
husband also completed a certification course while we 
ran our school in Japan. 

Our focus is on respectful guidance of learners toward 
independent discovery. We tend to follow those 
subjects about which we are most passionate, so many 
lessons happen in the kitchen, in the gym, and while 
playing a variety of games.

WWe probably spent the first year of our full-time travels 
deschooling (unlearning the mindset of learning being 
contained within the four walls of our school) before 
settling into our current lifestyle of Radical Unschooling, 
learning loads as we live our daily life on-the-go. We 
enjoy connecting with other traveling families we 
encounter along the way, as well as making friends 
within thewithin the various communities in which we live. We all 
enjoy learning new skills and participating in our 
favorite activities in the local language wherever we go, 
too!

Eclectic 

Worldschoolers



As a professional educator for 
15 years before my son was 
born, I always knew I wanted to 
homeschool. When my son was 
born during our time in Japan, 
my husband and I decided to 
create the educational 
enenvironment in which we 
wanted to raise him.

 

Our international Montessori 
school was an expanded vision 
of that homeschool; we just put 
it in a downtown building and 
invited like-minded families to 
join us!

WhenWhen we sold it all to embark 
on our full-time travels, it took 
a little while to determine what 
our lives would look like 
outside of the school we had 
built. Our daily life and 
schedule of activities changes 
with with every move to a new 
country, so this is something 
that remains very flexible. One 
of the many things that we love 
about our Worldschooling 
adventures is that, no matter 
where we go, our learning is 
cconstant!

�





Our world was turned upside down by making the move from 
Japan to Italy three years ago. Many friends and family 
questioned how we could possibly choose to leave the 
international school we had founded in a place that had 
become our second home for a decade and uproot our young 
son to pursue what seemed to them an impossible dream. 

The first time The first time my son climbed up a handmade wooden ladder 
into an orange tree in the garden grove of the Sicilian 
cooking school I attended, I was both nervous AND thrilled at 
his lust for learning. 

AAs he picked a basket full of the fresh fruit and made plans 
for juicing to supplement the following morning's breakfast, I 
smiled broadly and began to relax. And when we all sipped 
from his creation the next day, I realized that I really had 
nothing to fear. 

TheThe way he embraced every aspect of our new life on the 
road was exactly the way we had always raised him. He was 
demonstrating the very flexibility we wanted to encourage in 
him. He was showing us he already had the independent 
spirit we hoped to nurture. 

OuOur new life as global nomads was not, in fact, a brand new 
adventure in our child's education. It was simply a new 
chapter in the family educational journey we'd begun when 
he was born. It was an opportunity for us as parents to boldly 
model the very behaviors we'd been espousing all his life. We 
may not have felt entirely ready, but I knew without a doubt 
that we were right to have taken the leap! 

(http://ourkitchenclassroom.com/a-few-thoughts-on-orange-juice-and-education/)

our
worldschooling

“aha”
moments



SStart *before* you're ready! Just like 
having children, you can study and 
research for decades. But you will never 
even know all that you don't know until 
you actually begin. You have the entire 
world to gain and, in our experience, it 
has been more than worth it!

Advice?



Karen M. Ricks is a Christian wife, Worldschooling mom, and 
a nomadic chef. Teaching for 23 years, she has been a 
Montessorian since her own preschool days. She holds 
Montessori teaching certificates for guiding children from 
infancy to elementary school. She has cooked professionally, 
in restaurants, commercial kitchens, and private homes on 
four different continents over the last decade. After 10 years 
ofof teaching in central Japan, where Karen and her family 
owned and operated their own international Montessori 
school, they sold it all to begin a nomadic life of full-time 
travel. Karen spreads her message of embracing a Slow Food 
Lifestyle, a lifelong love of learning, and education for peace 
by teaching people of all ages how to cook for themselves 
and why they need to share that gift with those they love. 
YYou can find more of the family’s edible exploits and the 
lessons they are learning as they gallivant around the globe 
over at Our Kitchen Classroom

About
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Meet...
A single parent family of four; mom and her three 
kids ages 9, 12 & 15. 

As a family they do a lot of parkour together and  
organise creative movement workshops to inspire 
other families to get out there and play. 

MMovement and being physical is a big part of our 
travels, as we try to always seek out new and fun 
places to explore and train along the way.



I, Luna, work part time online doing secretary type tasks, as well as give 
conference talks about the traveling lifestyle and how to make it 
possible. We are definitely on the low end of the budget scale, but we 
make it work by being creative and willing to make compromises, such 
as traveling carry-on only (no luggage costs) or walking a lot to save on 
transportation.

WWe’ve been traveling since 2016, full time for the past 18 months and 
have been to places such as Norway, Germany, France and Thailand. 
The upcoming year will be one of our busiest so far, with no less than 
five entirely new destinations on the planning board already! We prefer 
to  slow travel  most of the time, spending a few weeks or months in 
each place, in order to get a real feel for the culture and make 
connections in the local community. From time to time we do a bit of 
fast tfast travel too, moving through several cities or countries in just a few 
weeks or spending only a couple of days in one place.

We are unschoolers, so learning from the world around us and from our 
everyday life, without setting aside specific times or resources for 
“learning” - language, history, religion...it’s all out there in the world 
and we discover it as we go. This has been our learning style since the 
kids were small, and has always seemed the natural choice for us, as 
we believe humans learn best when motivated and driven by need or 
interest, rather than just external decisions about what “should” be 
learned olearned or what is valuable knowledge.

�

Unschooling 

Worldschoolers





One of the greatest gifts that the worldschooling 
life brings us, is being able to spend a lot of 
unhurried time together. 

WhenWhen you’ve got nowhere specific to be at any 
certain time, you can go where your heart takes you 
and create the daily life that truly corresponds to 
your needs, rather than just do the standard 9-5 
because “that’s just what you do”. 

AAt the same time, being together this much, and 
especially as budget travelers meaning you’re often 
in small spaces, is also one of the biggest 
challenges in our nomadic life. 

You really need to learn to give the other space to 
be, accept and embrace their quirks and work as a 
team, which is far from always an easy task!

Gifts?



When traveling full time like we do, there’s a lot of 
small realizations along the way and a few big 
AHA-moments where you just know in your heart that 
you’ve made the right choice, despite whatever 
challenges and roadblocks you might meet along the 
way. 

I I remember sitting on the front porch of our tiny hut in 
southern Thailand one night, looking at the sunset 
through the coconut palms and feeling extremely 
grateful that life CAN actually be what we want it to 
be, so long as we set our minds to it and work 
consciously to create it. 

I doI don’t think I’ve ever doubted that, but on that night it 
was just intensely clear to me and it’s probably the 
single most important thing that I’d like my kids to 
internalize from this lifestyle: anything is possible, 
really. 

HHappiness is in your reach, because it’s in 

your attitude first and foremost. So live your 

best life and don’t settle for anything less!

�

our
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Advice?

I sometimes meet other families, especially 

other single mums, who are drawn to 

thenomadic life, but doubtful that they can 

make it work or afraid to take the jump. I can’t 

say that I’ve been there, really, because I’ve 

always been the type of person to just throw 

myself into things and think later, haha - BUT - I 

do understand the mado understand the many, many considerations 

that needs to be taken into account somehow 

and that we’re all moving ahead at our own 

speed. 

I always tell people, that faith (in ourselves, in 

God, in others, the Universe...) usually goes a 

very long way and that for all the rest, there’s 

the worldschooling community! 

KnKnowing that there’s a bunch of other nomadic 

souls out there, leading the same lifestyle, 

sharing the same challenges and most 

importantly having each other’s backs in so 

many different ways is a huge support to 

anyone looking into starting a traveling life. 

So plSo play it the Nike way and just 
do it - it’s all going to be fine!

�
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Meet...
Kate.. 

She spent most of her childhood as an only 
child so she’s quite incredulous at now having 
a large and amazing family that continues to 
grow! 

KKate has five of her own “children” aged 32, 30, 
24, 17, (boys) and a girl of 14 plus two 
step-sons ages 30 and 32. 

She also has a 7-year-old grandson and two 
lovely daughters-in-law. 

KKate says they are still growing! Her adult 
children still like to travel with her as does her 
mother,  so often they travel as a big and crazy 
group! 



We are all dual citizens of the UK 
and US and all five of mine were 
born in different locations 
around the world. 

I was born in England, grew up in 
various European countries, and 
first came to the US at 17. 

I fulI fully fit into the label of an 
adult Third Culture Kid and all of 
my children match that as well. 

We have lived as expats multiple 
times as well as digital nomads 
and slow travelers. 

I am a uniI am a university professor with a 
doctorate in child development 
and I’ve worked online since 
2003. I teach psychology, 
education, and research 
methods to doctoral students.

 I also do  I also do consulting work as a 
Family Education Consultant to 
help others jump onto this 
amazing path.

Third Culture Kid(s) 
�

I think my first international travel was 
as a toddler to Paris from the UK and 
I’ve been travelling multiple times 
each year ever since. 

I’I’ve lived in many places (I loosely 
count live as three months or more) 
around the world including North 
America, Central America, Europe, and 
Asia and traveled to loads more. 

I’m nI’m not really a country counter but we 
started our blog in 2008 and I think it 
has about 30 countries on it. This 
doesn’t include multiple ones before 
blogging was a thing!



family
culture



I think the only word to use here is 
eclectic. As do many people, we started 
out a tad more formally doing unit 
studies and I would have placed us as 
homeschoolers. After about six months 
of this I met a wonderful group of 
unschoolers and discovered the works of 
John John Holt from which I realized this far 
more closely fit our family. 

A few years ago, I met Lainie and other 
traveling families, and found out about 
worldschooling which more closely 
aligns with how we have been living for 
decades now.

I found about homeschooling when my 
first son started kindergarten in a public 
school in Hawaii. The gifted and talented 
coordinator suggested we homeschool 
as they could not accommodate his 
learning in the district. 

WWe have never regretted 
jumping into this.

Eclectic 

Worldschoolers

�





Closeness of relationships. My children are 

some of my best friends and watching them 

head out into the world, doing amazing 

things, finding partners who I really like, and 

becoming adults who I respect and am 

thrilled to be around is very gratifying. We 

have never had the yelling or anger that many 

warned about during the warned about during the teen/YA years. 

Our family really gets along and for the most 

part works as a team whether we are travel-

ing or at a home base. I am filled with respect 

and awe for my five children.

Gifts?



I suppose if I look at some of my male or 

childless colleagues who have published 

more widely or risen up the ranks faster in 

academia, I could see a challenge or deficit. 

But honestBut honestly, I wouldn’t change it for 

anything and my choices to step into work 

that met my worldschooling family’s needs 

the best have always led to greater things 

than I imagined. My daughter may bemoan 

that traveling so much has meant she cannot 

have her own horse. I doubt that would 

happen happen even if we weren’t traveling though!

�

Challenges?



We really didn’t choose so much as it is part 

of our DNA. As a TiCK (third culture kid), I 

grew up traveling and then joined the US Air 

Force and we spent a couple of decades trav-

eling for that. I then continued expat life 

while helping open universities around the 

world and now with the online work we can 

wwork anywhere. If I am not actually traveling, 

I NEED to be planning travel. It’s just our hard 

wired drive.

Why 
Worldschool?

�





I remember living in Abu Dhabi when my three older were 
14, 12, and 6. We lived in a high rise luxury building with 
families from all around the world and my older two held 
a sleep over with four other boys around their age (an 
Emirati, a Kenyan, a South African, a Libyan and my two 
UK/US). 

I heaI heard them moving around in the living room about 4 am 
and went to prompt (somewhat gently) that they needed 
to get some sleep. 

One One of my son’s pulled me aside and said that they were 
staying up because two of their friends had to perform 
Fajr prayer in atbout 20 minutes so they wanted to keep 
them company until then plus it was Ramadan so the boys 
needed to eat prior to sunrise. 

WWe had only been in country a few months and I 
remember being amazed at how much mine had learned 
about other cultures and belief systems in that short time. 
And how easily they accepted other’s beliefs. It was just 
part of who their friends were and not really a big deal in 
terms of their relationships. 

ItIt was a vivid reminder that travel really 
is fatal to prejudice and bigotry just as 
Mark Twain suggested.

�

our
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Just jump. Start at the next level just 

outside of your comfort zone and keep 

pushing yourself to get out there. You 

will never regret it.Advice?



Kate Green has five very successful, alternatively educated 

young adult and teen children and has unschooled / 

worldschooled them for about 27 years now. 

She is a pShe is a professor of education and psychology with a PhD in 

child development and they have lived and traveled all over 

the world. She has helped found two new universities in the 

Middle East, guided 100s of people through their doctoral 

degrees, and is a best-selling author, publishing extensively 

in both the popular and academic press. 

She is also a She is also a family education consultant and helps parents 

make decisions about their children’s educational journey by 

using research-based strategies and information in 

combination with their intuitive inner voice to help 

understand what is optimum for their family. 

Much Much of her research and writing stems around Attachment 

Parenting and she is a research board member for 

Attachment Parenting International.

 

She has also researched and then published about 

Worldschoolers for international conferences and journals.

https://drkategreen.com/  

�
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Meet...
Lainie & Miro 

Their family consists of two, 
mom  Lainie (53) and her son 
Miro, (soon to be 21). 

ThThey started out on their 
worldschooling adventure 
when Miro was 10, but we 
decided to embark on this 
lifestyle when he was 9. That 
was 11 years ago.

In Lainie’s wildest dreams, 
sheshe would have never believed
they'd still be at this.

But they are. 

Worldschooling 
has become their 
lives. 



Before we left on our travels I  believed that “education” was 
something that only institutions could provide through 
quantifying, qualifying and defining what education actually was. 
Before we left on our travels, I believed that the only true 
education was facilitated by professionals in formal educational 
institutional settings. Additionally, I once believed that the 
education process must include testing, measuring and 
evevaluation in order to be valid or considered “education”. 

All that shifted after we started traveling. Our original intention 
was to take one year off to travel together allowing us to step  
away from the pressure of school during that time. We set out 
without  homeschooling workbooks or evening math lessons. 
Instead, we let it all go with an internal sense of trust that one 
year of travel would provide effectively more stimulation than a 
fifth grade public school classroom could ever provide. As a 
result,result, we traveled and explored each day with a renewed sense 
of freedom and lightness tapping onto our  natural curiosity 
which led our daily itinerary. 

Eventually we noticed we started to replace the word 'education' 
with the word 'learning' when we spoke of our travels.  Through 
our experiences, many questions were sparked and 
conversations never imagined were initiated. Together, our 
explorations prompted further investigations and together my 
son and I dug in deeper as a result of our natural curiosity. Boom. 
Just like that, we were engaged in learning and we weren't being 
evevaluated, tested or measured. And the process was fluid and 
effortless. We witnessed the world around us transformed into a 
limitless classroom.

�

life -long 
Learners





Do you teach your 
son?

No, I don’t actually teach my son anything. Instead, 
I facilitate his learning by learning alongside him. 

WWe are living in an age where all information is 
available at our fingertips and we don't need an 
institution (school) to access any information. 
Therefore, we were able to learn by using inquiry, 
research and personal experiences as our guides. 

OuOur natural curiosity prompts us to constantly ask 
“why”, “how”, “who” or even “when”. But “why” is the 
most powerful question among those. 

Anything that we wish to learn, we can by just 
seeking answers to those questions and diving 
deep. 

SomSometimes we find experts, mentors and classes 
when we require more resources, but anything you 
wish to learn is easily accessible.



The world teaches 
naturally.  

Combine tCombine traveling and unschooling and you’ve created 

a natural learning environment. This lifestyle provides 

the utmost of freedom. We are always stimulated with 

the newness of our surroundings. We always manage 

to find something to inspire us. And there are always 

new things to do, new experiences to embark on, new 

adventures to take. The world is literally transformed 

ininto our classroom. It’s pretty natural from the 

standpoint of being an unschooling parent, allowing 

the environment to guide our learning experiences.

Furthermore, unschooling is not unparenting: The idea 

of “unparenting” has come up every time I read a 

critical article about the unschooling movement. It’s 

difficult for many conventional thinkers to comprehend 

the engaged, hands on approach that is needed to 

create a loving and learning environment for a child. 

The unschooling paradigm does not start and stop 

with the iwith the intentional act of learning, it’s a complete 

concept defining the parent / child relationship. As an 

unschooling parent, I take my role as Miro’s learning 

facilitator seriously, and have never opted out of being 

engaged in his learning or life.

Unschooling 

Worldschoolers

�





I suppose the challenges have changed as 

we’ve changed. In the beginning it was letting 

go of the consumerist lifestyle we were once 

accustomed to. We no longer measure our 

value through what we have, now we are 

more interested in having experiences 

together. We are always challenged with 

monmoney as it relates to freedom, but at the end 

of the day, we always have enough. Other 

than that, living a life based on inspiration, no 

plans, no schedule and no stress does not 

really allow for many challenges.

�

Challenges?



W o r l d s c h o o l i n g  
has changed 
me
I'I've have changed profoundly in countless 
ways. I no longer believe that “home” is a 
physical location, rather home is wherever I 
am.
 

I hI have learned that I have the power to 
change or transform my life in any way and 
that I do not need to be stuck in any 
situation I do not choose. 

I have learned that I can define my own 
way of being and I do not need to follow a 
social norm that does not serve me. 

I hI have learned the greatest gift I have the 
ability to empower and support others on 
their journey and that listening is an 
“active” state. 

FinalFinally, I have learned that people around 
the globe universally define three things 
for a joyful life: health, living with a 

�







In 2008, California’s economy took a turn causing the 
closure of many local businesses. Lainie and then 
9-year-old Miro decided to “be the change” instead of 
victims as the pair began the process of redesigning 
their lives, with the dream of spending stress-free 
quality time together.   After closing her business, 
selling and giving away all of their possessions, Lainie 
and Miand Miro hit the road for what was to be a one year 
adventure mid-2009.

Eleven years and almost 50 countries later, Lainie and 
Miro continue to slow travel around the globe, living 
an inspired possession-free-lifestyle, volunteering 
and learning naturally from the world around them. 

The pair are following their interests and learning in 
partnership as the planet has been transformed into 
the ultimate classroom. Both Lainie and Miro have 
been forever changed, inspired by diverse cultures, 
histories, languages and traditions, often encouraging 
the pair to examine their own humanity and 
interconnectedness. Lainie and Miro have become 
adadvocates for life-learning at any age, combined with 
travel. They call it “worldschooling.”

Co-Founders of Project World School, the Project 
World School Family Summits, the We Are 
Worldschooelrs Facebook group and the Virtual 
Worldschooling Summit, the pair remain commited to 
supporting the worldschooling movement the helped 
create.

About
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